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AS I SEE JESUS 
BYBYeiGe LANG 


The Jesus I see is always Jesus, the Christ. 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
is not only the foundation upon which the 
Church is built, but is also the foundation for 
the life of every Christian. It is because 
he is the Christ that he is the Master to 
whom we should render complete allegiance 
and the Savior from whom we can expect full 
salvation. 

Jesus may be seen in other lights and has 
been studied from other angles. Books have 
been and will be written dealing with other 
aspects of his life. All these should be inci- 
dental and supplementary to the central fact 
of his being the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. If they contribute to a better under- 
standing of him as the Christ and the Son of 
God it is a distinct contribution; if they should 
lead to a blur of this vision or a dislocation of 
the central focus, it produces a confusion of 
thought and is thus a hindrance. 

Our most direct source of the life of Jesus is 
the account of his deeds and sayings as found in 
the four Gospels of the Bible. None of these 
four Gospels was written strictly as a biogra- 
phy. They are all essentially reminiscences of 
what Jesus did and said during his earthly 
ministry. But they all agree in their im- 
pression of a unique and ever-living personality. 
By putting them together they give the world 
a portrait—sketchy in form, but nevertheless 
very definite and vivid—of the most fascinat- 
ing and inspiring figure, unparalleled and match- 
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less in the whole range of the history of man- 
kind. 

Jesus Christ was a man but not just a man. 
Both in the life which he lived and in the 
words which he uttered, he did that which no 
other man ever did or can do. The meeting 
of the divine and human in him was evident 
and unmistakable. In no other way could a 
life so wonderfully unique be explained. He 
moved about on earth mixing with other men 
as a man but he also always moved about in con- 
scious unity and fellowship with God, the Fa- 
ther. 

Historically speaking, Jesus lived as a Jew- 
ish teacher and prophet in Palestine, yet, in a 
very real sense and in many noticeable ways, 
he ever lives on in human history. A new 
world was born when he was born into the 
world; and since he was born the world has 
ever been moving on “in the year of our Lord.” 

He has been the one standard of reference by 
which man and mankind have been judged and 
measured. He has been the guiding star at all 
times and in all circumstances of perplexity and 
darkness. He has ever been the one source of 
inspiration and strength to which the bewil- 
dered and lost could turn in their helplessness 
and hopelessness. 

He stands on and is himself the great divide 
of human life and history. Those who are with 
him and those who are against him are dis- 
tinctly in different companies and going on dif- 
ferent roads. He who knows him knows the 
Truth; he who finds him finds the Way; he who 
lives in him lives in life. He who tries to keep 
his own life in his own way loses it, and he 
who is willing to lose his own life for His sake 
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finds it. This is the greatest lesson of experi- 
ence as well as the great verdict of history. 

Jesus can be seen and studied in four dif- 
ferent aspects: Jesus, the man; Jesus, the teach- 
er and prophet; Jesus, the Christ; and Jesus, 
the Son of the living God. These four aspects 
are inseparable, since they deal with one char- 
acter and the same personality. In his Sonship 
we see his divinity; in his role as Messiah or 
Christ we see his mission; in him as a man and 
teacher or prophet we see a towering historical 
figure. 


Jesus the Man 


In Jesus the Man, we see the perfect model 
for all men in all lands at all times. We can 
read and re-read the story of his life, be it ever 
so often, and never fail to see something new 
and stimulating which inspires and ennobles. 
Increasing familiarity brings with it ever-in- 
creasing interest. Not only is the story peren- 
nially fresh; in it we find an inexhaustible 
source of inspiration which ennobles our ideals, 
broadens our vision, and enriches our life. 
There is no circumstance in which we find our- 
selves placed, when we cannot look up to his 
life for guidance. There is no problem of life 
with which we find ourselves confronted in 
which we cannot get a clearer vision of what 
we should do by asking ourselves the question, 
“What would Jesus do under the circum- 
stances?” 

In Jesus the Teacher we find one whose gra- 
cious words created the impression that “never 
man spake like this man” (John 7:46); for he 
taught “as one who had authority, and not as 
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the scribes” (Mark 1:22). He was the seer 
who revealed to us the truths which are eter- 
nal laws of which “till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matt. 5:18). His 
words were words of life; because he was Word 
made flesh, and his words were life expressed 
in words. They were living words and life- 
giving words. Thus “he that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, has ever- 
lasting life’ (John 5:24). To the individual, 
he revealed man as the son of God and God 
as the Father of man and mankind. To society, 
he unfolded the vision of the Kingdom of God 
on earth, and laid down the new command- 
ment, that we love one another as he has loved 
us (John 13:34) so that the peace which passes 
all understanding and the joy which no man 
can take away may be the happy portion of 
man and mankind. 


His Earthly Life 


Of his earthly life, books and books have been 
written, yet it can also be very briefly and very 
simply told. 

Concerning his birth, his boyhood, his home 
conditions, community enviroment and his prep- 
aration for life we have very little direct in- 
formation from the records of the Bible. But 
at the very outset we are confronted with the 
story of his virgin birth, which has been a 
stumbling block to many who study Jesus as a 
man and only a man. They are embarrassed 
and confused as they insist on walking by sight 
on the religious path of faith, forgetting that 
sight cannot see all things, not even in the 
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physical world, and faith is not blindness or 
foolishness, for there are things which must be 
spiritually discerned. The virgin birth is not 
incredible because it is not according to the 
natural laws of life; a miracle is a supernatural 
act. . 

While the virgin birth is not necessary to 
establish the divinity and “Christship” of Jesus, 
and the disproval of the story would not dis- 
prove either the one or the other, there is really 
no necessity for disproving it or explaining it 
away. If we believe that God is the Creator 
and Jesus Christ is divine, I see no reason why 
it should be difficult to believe it. In fact, it 
would, on the contrary, be unnatural and un- 
scientific to insist that every phase of the life 
of Jesus Christ must be governed by the ordi- 
nary laws of nature. 

The supernatural elements in the life of Je- 
sus—the virgin birth, the miracles and the resur- 
rection—cannot be entirely eliminated or ex- 
plained away without calling into question the 
essential trustworthiness of the Gospels, and 
the claim of Christianity that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God. If Jesus was but a 
man, no more no less, then Christianity is not 
what it claims or purports to be. Jesus is not 
another Confucius, or a better Confucius. The 
virgin birth is indeed a mystery, but birth it- 
self is a mystery. Humanly speaking, it could 
not have happened; but if Jesus was both hu- 
man and divine, there is no reason at all why 
it could not have happened. 

Of the early life of Jesus—his home, educa- 
tion, environment and work—we can only infer 
from the very meager and incidental records 
in the Bible, and from our general knowledge 
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of the life in Palestine at that time. We know 
that the Jews were an intensely religious peo- 
ple and we can gather that his parents were 
both very devout and religious. Particularly 
Mary, the mother, was perhaps a very thought- 
ful woman, a person of keen observation and 
deep understanding, one who could keep all 
things in her heart (Luke 2:51), to meditate 
and reflect, in order the more wisely to guide. 

The story of his remaining in the Temple at 
the age of twelve, sitting in the midst of doc- 
tors, hearing them and asking them questions 
which astonished people by his understanding 
(Luke 2:46-47), gives us a glimpse of the boy 
Jesus as being very serious and thoughtful, 
with an unusually broad vision and a keen, 
penetrating mind. As he grew up he “increased 
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God 
and man.” 


His Public Ministry 


But as we look back from the period of his 
public ministry to the thirty years of his life 
previous to that time, we can well imagine him 
to be a man who had given much thought and 
study to the laws and prophets and who had 
thoroughly and meditatively pondered over the 
great issues of life and the problems of man- 
kind. From the constant reference to his with- 
drawing himself to the mountains and wilder- 
ness to pray during the days of his public min- 
istry we can also infer that in pondering over 
these great problems of life during the silent 
years of preparation Jesus always did it in 
prayerful meditation and spiritual fellowship 
with God. His disciples therefore asked to be 
taught how to pray. 
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All four Gospels started the account of the 
public life of Jesus by the appearance of John 
the Baptist who preached in the wilderness, cry- 
ing: “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” It was a great religious movement 
which attracted widespread attention. Jesus 
also went and was baptized by John at Jordan. 
Our Lord probably saw in John’s preaching the 
beginning of a great spiritual movement which 
it was his mission to fulfill. 

In taking baptism at the Jordan, Jesus was 
perhaps both identifying himself with the sin- 
fulness of the world which he was to redeem 
and dedicating himself to the great mission 
which he felt called upon to undertake. It was 
the cccasion of momentous decision and dedica- 
tion, as it was also the moment of supreme 
revelation, for he heard John the Baptist say, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world” (John 1:29), and “saw 
the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove 
descending upon him: and there came a voice 
from heaven saying, Thou art my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased” (Mark 1:10-11). 

Because of this great, profound spiritual ex- 
perience, Jesus could go through his public min- 
istry in deep consciousness of his divine com- 
mission and fellowship which gave him 
unflinching courage, implicit confidence, and 
unswerving loyalty to the utmost. 

Between the apprehension of his great commis- 
sion and the execution of his life mission, there 
intervened a period of intense deliberation and 
deep meditation. From the baptism Jesus was 
led up by the spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted. (Matt.4:1.) There for forty days, away 
from the busy, noisy world and in the quietude 
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of the wilderness, he was absorbed in deep 
thought, which further clarified his vision as to 
all the problems and consequences involved and 
the best ways and means for achieving the ends 
in view. He was perhaps devotionally counting 
the cost before he started to build the tower; 
prayerfully thinking through the way that he 
might indeed be the Way to truth and life. 


The Great Decision 


In the familiar story of the Temptation in 
the Wilderness we can interpret that Jesus had 
come to certain definite conclusions on the vrin- 
ciples of life. The first was that the spiritual 
needs are the fundamental needs of mankind. 
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God” (Matt. 4:4). 

The second was that God is the supreme ob- 
jective and the sole end of our existence. “And 
the devil, . . . . showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world ....and.... said unto him 

. . . If thou therefore shall worship me, all 
shall be thine. And Jesus answered and said 
unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan; for it is 
written, Thou shall worship the Lord, thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve” (Luke 4:5-8; 
Matt. 4:8-10). 

The third was that the spirit of sacrifice is the 
all-conquering spirit which leads to sure and 
final victory, and that God’s will must be done 
whether duty’s path leads through the flowering 
fields or thorny paths. “Then the devil taketh 
him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a 
pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If 
thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for 
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it is written, He shall give his angels charge 
concerning thee: and in their hands shall bear 
thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot 
against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is writ- 
ten again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God” (Matt. 4:5-7; Luke 4:9-12). 

Having thus clarified his vision, and strength- 
ened his spirit, Jesus threw himself into a life 
of self-forgetting service. We then see our Lord 
moving up and down Palestine healing all 
manner of diseases and administering to the 
spiritual and physical needs of all sorts of peo- 
ple who appealed to him for help. Samples of 
what he said and did are found briefly re- 
corded in the Gospels. These are mere sam- 
ples of his love and high points in his teach- 
ings, for the disciples naturally only remem- 
bered and thus only recorded remarkable 
performances and memorable utterances of our 
Lord. To one sermon thus briefly reproduced 
and to one miracle thus recorded there were 
doubtless a hundred and one other sayings and 
deeds which were not referred to. “There are 
many other things which Jesus did, the which, 
if they should be written every one, I suppose 
that even the world itself could not contain the 
books that should be written” (John 21:25). 


His Disciples 


One thing which is particularly noteworthy in 
the public ministry of Jesus was the fact that 
almost from the beginning he sought out a 
small group of disciples who were to live and 
work with him. These were to be his most 
intimate associates, to whom he was to impart 
the deepest “mysteries of the Kingdom” and 
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to imbue his very life and spirit. The training 
of the Twelve was a major task of supreme 
importance. They are to be the foundation 
upon which he was to build his kingdom. They 
were to be the leaven with which he was to 
leaven the lump. His faith in the Twelve was 
the beginning and expression of his faith in 
humanity. They and those who were of a kin- 
dred spirit with them were the ones to whom 
he was finally to leave the great commission, 
“Go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 

His work is to be carried on in and through 
his disciples, beginning with the chosen Twelve. 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that be- 
lieveth on me, the works I do shall he do also; 
and greater works than these shall he do; be- 
cause I go unto my Father” (John 14:12). This 
was the reiteration and elucidation of what he 
said to some of his disciples at the time of their 
call, “Come ye after me, and I will make you 
to become fishers of men” (Mark 1:17). 

In his life of service we find our Lord ever the 
friend of the friendless, helper of the helpless, 
rejoicing with those who rejoice and weeping 
with those who weep, a man mighty in words 
and mighty in deeds, yet meek and lowly; a 
person who could confront hypocrisy and evil- 
doing with stern denunciation and righteous in- 
dignation, yet infinitely loving and compassion- 
ate; one who is full of majesty and yet ap- 
proachable even by small children. - Through 
him, “the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
to the poor the gospel is preached” (Luke 7:22), 
for both the physically afflicted and spiritually 
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deformed. He was ever sympathetic and com- 
passionate, whose love knew no national bound- 
ary nor class distinction. There were times 
when our Lord refused or refrained from an- 
swering a question, but there was no instance 
of his having ignored or refused an appeal for 
help. 

He revolutionized the thought of the age by 
elevating human need and welfare above reli- 
gious traditions and regulations. “The sabbath 
was made for man, and not man for the sabbath” 
(Mark 2:27). 

He laid down the great principle that his 
saving grace is conditioned and measured by 
man’s faith in him. It was always, “Thy faith 
hath made thee whole” and “According to your 
faith be it unto you.” 

As with a man, so with the whole of mankind, 
as it was of old, so it is today, only faith can 
make us whole, and only according to our faith 
shall it be unto us. Christ is able to save, but 
only as man and mankind believe in him and 
his words—his ideals and his principles. There 
is no other name given under heaven whereby 
man can be saved and there is no other way. 


The Cross 


Jesus came as the Christ to a land and age 
which were earnestly looking for a Messiah, 
yet, in spite of this, the Christ of all ages and 
for all mankind ended his earthly career on 
the Cross. Why? Because the conception 
which Jesus himself had of his Messiahship was 
quite different from the popular conception and 
expectation of his people. There was therefore 
mutual disappointment: Christ in his own peo- 
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ple and his own people in him. What the Jews 
were looking for at the time of Jesus was the 
coming of a Messiah who could redeem Israel, 
restoring to them their power and glory com- 
parable or even surpassing the most glorious 
days of David. They were looking for a great 
national hero who could free the Jews from po- 
litical bondage, lead them to great military 
glory, change them from the conquered to the 
conquerors. The Israelites wanted a Messiah to 
be the King of the Jews, but Jesus took upon 
himself to be the Son of Man—for all man and 
mankind, including but transcending the Jews. 
His kingdom is not of the world (John 18:36); 
his kindred are all those who hear the word 
of God and do it (Luke 8:21). Jesus did not 
come to establish a kingdom of the Jews in 
Palestine but the kingdom of God on earth. 
“Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven..... 

The thoughts of Jesus were not only different 
from but infinitely higher than the thoughts of 
the people of his own age and country. Jesus 
was not lacking in patriotism, nor was he un- 
mindful of his countrymen according to the 
flesh. But the people of little Palestine could 
only be saved as part of the people of the world, 
in a scheme of salvation much greater and full- 
er, much more complete and comprehensive 
than anything they were thinking of. “My 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8-9). “The light 
shineth in darkness; and the darkness com- 
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prehended it not... .. He came to his own, and 
his own received him not. But as many as 
received him, to them he gave power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his name.” (John 1:5, 12-13). 

The greatest figure in all history, the great- 
est benefactor of all mankind, the most sympa- 
thetic, the most understanding, the most com- 
passionate and the most loving ended his career, 
as far as his earthly life was concerned, on an 
ignominous and cruel cross, misunderstood and 
rejected! The Jews misunderstood and rejected 
him perhaps because he would not found a 
kingdom which was of this world; the Roman 
authorities misunderstood and disposed of him 
perhaps because they were afraid that he might 
be setting up a kingdom which was of this 
world. Devotion was met with misunderstand- 
ing, love by hate, and salvation by a cross. 
Alas, the world! So it was, so it is! 


The Significance of Suffering 


But “ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into his glory”? (Luke 24: 
26). Is not this ever the path of the saviors of 
mankind? When Peter made his great con- 
fession, “Thou art the Christ,’ Jesus began to 
teach his disciples ‘‘that the Son of Man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected of the 
elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and 
be killed, and after three days rise again” 
(Mark 8:31). 

As it was with the Christ, so it is with any 
“christ” who wants to follow the Christ. He 
must not always count upon God’s angel pro- 
tecting his feet from dashing against a stone, 
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but must be prepared to tread the path of the 
cross. ‘‘Whosoever will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 
me. For whosoever will save his life shail lose 
it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my 
sake and the Gospel’s, the same shall save it” 
(Mark 8:35-36). 

But amazing love it was, when, with his 
body strung on the cross, in the midst of in- 
tense physical and spiritual suffering, he should 
pray, “Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do” (Luke 23:34). The spirit of 
readiness to face the Cross was heroic; the spirit 
of the prayer on the cross was nothing less than 
divine! With such spirit there can be no weari- 
ness in well doing. 

To the superficial, the shortsighted and 
worldly-wise, Calvary was perhaps the worst 
possible defeat, the most ignoble failure: his 
enemies finally triumphed over him, the crowd 
turned against him, the disciples fled from him, 
and even Peter denied him. But to the one 
with true vision, with far-sight and fore- 
sight, who can see with the eyes of faith and 
understand the law of spiritual things, Calvary 
was the greatest triumph and victory, for there 
the spirit of loyalty and devotion to the noblest 
and highest reached its crowning climax, over- 
came all obstacles and hindrances, and van- 
quished all foes which challenged its triumphal 
march. Here we find the all-conquering spirit 
which overcame the world. 

To Jesus, Calvary was not only the last 
full measure of devotion but also the most 
challenging event of his life—a challenge of 
faith, in his mission, in man and in God. Could 
any man face all that Jesus had to face on the 


20 


Cross and still consider his life worth while, 
his mission a success, and still believe that God 
is in his heavens, whose infinite purpose would 
ultimately prevail and his will finally be done in 
earth as it is in heaven? We see his faith in 
God, when we hear him say on the cross, ‘“Fa- 
ther, into thy hand I commend my spirit” (Luke 
23:46). We see his confidence in his mission 
when he said, “It is finished” (John 19:30); for 
“finished” did not mean that he was done for, 
but that he had done that which it was his 
mission to do (John 17:4). 


The Meaning of Calvary 


Calvary was the greatest event and greatest 
miracle of history. Man finds there a new life, 
the world sees it in a new way, and history 
meets there a new force. The cross which was 
before the symbol of death and disgrace has 
been transformed to be a symbol of life and glory. 
For all that which is the loftiest and noblest, 
the most lovely and the most beautiful, the 
most humane and the most divine, the Cross is 
now always the symbol which inspires and the 
sign by which we conquer. 

Calvary, the supreme act of dedication, has 
its antecedent in Gethsemane the supreme mo- 
ment of decision. Calvary’s road might be 
rough but the soul’s mood was calm after the 
cup had been clearly seen and the supreme 
decision resolutely made; “nevertheless not my 
will, but thine be done” (Luke 22:42). 


Risen 


If Calvary was the end of the story of the 
life of Jesus, we might admire him as a big hero, 
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a saint and martyr. We might stand before 
him in deep reverence and respect, but we 
would not, by looking at him, have our hearts 
filled with joy, confidence and hope. After Cal- 
vary comes Easter. Without Easter, there would 
be no Pentecost and all that which follows and 
flows from it. Because of Easter, Jesus was not 
only one who died for a cause, but also one who 
ever lives for its realization. Not by his death 
but by his resurrection did Jesus become the 
author and finisher of the faith in the everlasting 
and ever-victorious life of faith and love. 
Easter is the cornerstone of the Christian 
Church. It is the mark of the divinity of Jesus, 
the Christ. It is the foundation of Christian 
faith. It is the hope of mankind. We may not 
be in complete possession of all details of the 
facts of the resurrection and we may not have 
full knowledge of the kind of body with which 
our Lord rose from the dead, but that Jesus did 
rise from the dead and that he arose with a 
body was an indisputable fact, unquestioned and 
abundantly testified by the life and faith of the 
early church. The much more important fact, 
however, was not that Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead with a body but that he did rise from 
the dead and that his life and spirit still moves | 
in the world, and moves in the hearts of his 
disciples, and that it can move all believing 
hearts and move the believing world heaven- 
ward and Godward so that through faith in 
Jesus Christ man and mankind may see God, 
and in God experience heaven in earth. 
Christmas is the Alpha and Easter the Omega 
of Christian faith. Christmas has its meaning 
because of Easter. Because of Easter Christmas 
is the day of days in all history. On Easter 
22 


morning I see the Perfect Man Jesus, born on 
Christmas Eve, rose from the dead as the Son 
of God and the victorious ever-living Savior 
and Redeemer of all man and mankind. 
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